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Course Description Form

1. Course Name:

Leadership and Great power politics E

2. Course Code:

3. Semester / Year:

First semester / Academic year 2026 — 2027

4. Description Preparation Date:

1/9/2026

5. Available Attendance Forms:

In-person and Online (Classroom)

6. Number of Credit Hours (Total)

Total hours (45) / Number of units (2)

7. Course administrator's name (mention all, if more than one name)

Name: Hayder Zuhair Jasim
Email: haider.zaheer@nahrainuniv.edu.iq

8. Course Objectives

Course Objectives

1. Theoretical Frameworks and Political Analysis: Understanding

and studying leadership as a primary variable in analyzing

2. international politics and the political behavior of great powers.

3. International Structure and Balance of Power: Examining

structural power transitions, rivalry among great powers,

and managing shifts within the international system.

4. Decision—Making and Crisis Management: Analyzing

the psychological behavior of leaders, reducing the

impact of cognitive biases on war and peace decisions,
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and managing political crises.

5. Institutional Diplomacy and Alliances: Studying the role of

leadership in establishing international organizations,
summit diplomacy, and managing regional and global alliances
and blocs.

6. Geopolitics, Geoeconomics, and Technology: Understanding

impact of geopolitical competition, economic sanctions,

digital sovereignty, and advanced technology on political
decision—making.

7. Nuclear Deterrence and Contemporary Issues (Applied

Models): Studying nuclear deterrence policies and climate
politics, while applying concepts to contemporary crises
(such as U.S.-China rivalry, the Ukrainian conflict, and the
role of BRICS+).

9. Teaching and Learning Strategies

Strategy 1. Giving lectures

2. Brainstorm through provocative questions
3. Discussion

4. Research papers

S5.Exams
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10. Course Structure

Week | Hours | Unit or subject name Required Learning | Learning Evaluation
Outcomes method method
1 3 Theoretical Frameworks Giving lectures | ask questions
and Hegemony Discussion oral test
(Ability to evaluate
e Leadership as an leadership as a key
Explanatory explanatory variable
Variable in and apply o
International realist/constructivist
Politics Analvsi frameworks to
olitics Analysis. foreign policy
« The Role of analysis).
Political
Leadership in
Realist School.
¢ International
Constructivism
and the Impact of
Intellectual
Leadership.
e Foreign Policy
Analysis Models
and Leadership
Behavior.
2 3 : International Structure Giving lectures | ask questions
and Balance of Power Discussion oral test
(Understanding

Dynamics of
Structural Power
Transition in
International
Politics.

Leadership
Behavior in
Balancing and
Containment
Policies.

Managing Relative

structural power
transitions and
leadership behavior
in balancing,
containment, and
managing power
decline).
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Power Decline in
the International
System.

Decision-Making and
Crisis Management

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

(Analyzing political
« Political psychology and
Psychology of cognitive biases of
Great Power leaders affecting
Leaders. coercive diplomacy
and war/peace
« Political Crisis decisions).
Management and
Coercive
Diplomacy.
o Translating
Leadership
Orientations into
Foreign Policy
Doctrines.
¢ The Impact of
Cognition and
Cognitive Biases
on War and Peace
Decisions.
Institutional Leadership Giving lectures | ask questions
and Multilateral Discussion oral test
Diplomacy (Evaluati.ng
hegemonic
e The Role of leadership in
Hegemonic building
Leadership in intern.atio.nal
Establishing organizations,

International
Organizations.

Summit Diplomacy
and Great Power
Leaders'
Interactions.

Political Utilization

summit diplomacy,
and emerging power
blocs).
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of UN Mechanisms
and Institutions.

Emerging Powers'
Initiatives in
Building Parallel
International
Blocs.

Geopolitics and Regional
Influence

Political
Application of
Classical
Geopolitical
Theories.

Managing Spheres
of Influence and
Buffer States.

International
Politics Regarding
Global Commons.

Regional
Diplomacy and
Political
Expansion
Policies.

(Applying classical
geopolitical theories
to manage spheres of
influence, buffer
states, and global
commons).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

Exam

(Assessing students'
analytical and
theoretical mastery
of the topics covered
in Weeks 1-6).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

Geoeconomics and Trade
Policies

Political
Employment of
Sanctions and
Economic

Examining the
political use of
economic sanctions,
protectionism,
currency hegemony,
and energy supply
chains).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test
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Embargoes.

Protectionist
Policies and
Managing
International Trade
Conflicts.

International
Politics of Supply
Chains and Energy
Resources.

Currency
Hegemony
Policies and Trade-
offs Among
International
Currencies.

Proxy Warfare and Hybrid
Interactions

Political
Management of
Regional Proxy
Conflicts.

Political
Adaptation of
Digital Diplomacy
and Cyber Space.

Managing Media
Competition and
Influence
Diplomacy in
Global Public
Opinion.

Political
Interaction with
Non-State Actors.

(Analyzing the
political
management of
proxy conflicts,
cyber/digital
diplomacy, media
influence, and non-
state actors).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

Technology and Digital

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test
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Sovereignty

o Political

Competition over
Tech Innovation

Leadership.

¢ International
Geopolitics of

Semiconductors

and Advanced
Technology.

e Setting Rules and

Standards

Governing Global

Digital Space.

The Impact of Automation
on International Political

Decision-Making.

(Evaluating
international tech
competition,
semiconductor
geopolitics, digital
space governance,
and automation).

10

Ideology and Soft Power

e Ideological

Conflict Among

International

Political Models.

¢ International

Legitimacy and
Leadership Role in

Norm-Building.

o Political
Investment in

Cultural and Public

Diplomacy.

e Crisis of Moral

Leadership and
Double Standards

in International
Politics.

(Critiquing
ideological conflicts,
norm-building,
public diplomacy,
and the moral
leadership crisis).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

11

Nuclear Politics and
Deterrence

« Political

(Understanding
mutual nuclear

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

31




Management of
Mutual Nuclear
Deterrence
Doctrines.

Diplomatic
Negotiations for
Arms Control
Treaties.

Political
Dimension of
Nuclear Arsenal
Modernization.

International
Diplomacy for
Nuclear Non-
Proliferation.

deterrence
management, arms
control negotiations,
and non-
proliferation
diplomacy).

12

Alliance Management and

Blocs

The Leadership
Role in Shaping
International
Alliance Doctrines.

Managing Political
Relations Between
Great Powers and

Allies.

Financial and
Diplomatic
Policies for
Alliance Burden-
Sharing.

Containing Allies'
Moves Toward
Strategic
Autonomy.

(Understanding
leadership's role in
alliance doctrines,
burden-sharing, and
containing allies'
strategic autonomy).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

13

Environmental Politics

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test
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and Climate Geopolitics

International
Diplomacy for
Resource and
Water Security.

Leadership
Competition over
International
Climate
Negotiations.

Political and
Geographic
Scramble for the
Arctic Region.

Integrating
Environmental
Crises into the
International
Politics Agenda.

(Analyzing
water/resource
security diplomacy,
international climate
negotiations, and the
scramble for the
Arctic).

14

Applied Models and Political
Case Studies

(Synthesizing and
applying concepts to
real-world cases like
US-China
competition, the
Ukraine war, BRI,
and BRICS+).

Giving lectures
Discussion

ask questions
oral test

15

Exam

(Comprehensive
evaluation of
students' ability to
critique, synthesize,
and apply theories to
contemporary great
power politics).

Exam

Exam
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11. Course Evaluation

The coursework is worth 30 marks (monthly exam 15 marks + daily worksheets,
discussions, and quizzes 10 marks + attendance 5 marks)
The final exam is worth 70 marks

12. Learning and Teaching Resources

Required textbooks
(curricular books, if any)

* Approved PhD Course Syllabus (2026-2027): Leadership
and Great Power Politics, Prof. Dr. Hayder Zuhair Jasim.

Main references (sources)

* Core specialized treatises on Realist & Constructivist
Theories, Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA), Geopolitics,
Political Psychology, and Geoeconomics.

Recommended books and references
(scientific journals, reports...)

* Peer-reviewed journals and policy reports on Great
Power Rivalry, Nuclear Deterrence, Cyber Diplomacy,
Proxy Warfare, and Climate Geopolitics.

Electronic References, Websites

* Academic research databases (JSTOR, Scopus, Google
Scholar) and official reports from international bodies
(UN, EU, NATO, BRICS+)
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