
Course description 
 

Educational Institution : Al-Nahrain University / Faculty of Political 
Science 

 
Section : Political Science / Department of International Politics 

 
Stage: Masters 

 
Course Name : Theories of International Relations 

 
Course hours: three hours 

 
Course Course: Quarterly 

 
Professor of the subject: Teacher Dr. Majid Hamid 

 
Objectives of the course: The course aims to introduce the 
graduate student to the concept of theories of international 
relations and scientific knowledge of all classical and 
contemporary scientific theories and how to contribute to following 
up on the latest scientific developments and theories submitted to 
explain the phenomenon under study and research, which is the 
international relationship and to know the extent to which this 
contributes to the decision-making process in The course also 
aims to give the student a wide range of hypotheses that have 
been tested or are still in part of the experience and testing in the 
field of political science and to show how there are verbal and 
research metaphors from other sciences to make political science 
subject to all scientific methodological works by following up new 
phenomena in international relations and subjecting them to 
research and interpretation within advanced methodological and 
research frameworks and methods, as well as providing many 
methods that serve the context of the course . 

 
Learning outcomes and teaching, learning and evaluation methods 

 
1- Knowledge and understanding and aim to: - Contribute to 

introducing the student to the vocabulary of theories of 
international relations . 

 
- Follow up classical and contemporary theories and try to know 

how to address and interpret the occurrence of the phenomena of 



international relations . 
 

- Studying international relations as a purely scientific and 
academic discipline by reviewing all scientific theories to study it as 
an academic science and specialization to achieve through this 
understanding of international relations as a scientific discipline 
and understanding them as a reality in which we live . 

 
2 .Skills related to the subject: - Developing and developing the 

student's cognitive and cognitive abilities . 
 

- Developing the student's research abilities and developing his 
ability to analyze politically . 

 
- Providing the student with scientific skills to follow up the occurrence of 

political phenomena in international relations and try to apply scientific 
theories to interpret them or even verify the credibility of some of these 
theories or modify some of their hypotheses . 

 
3- Teaching and learning methods: Trying to make the lecture interactive by 

developing the participation skills of the student and providing a full 
explanation from the professor to the student that enhances the principle of 
participation . 

 
- Submit research papers. 

 
4- Evaluation: Having a written exam of 20 . 

 
- Participation and attendance of 10 degrees . 

 
5 .Vocabulary of the course 

 
The first week 

 
Introduction to the study and definition of the subject 

 
The second week 

 
The concept of theory, its types, pillars and origins 

 
The third week 

 
The importance of theory in international relations 

 
The quarter week 

 
Classical realist theory 

 



The fifth week 
 

Structural realism 
 

The sixth week 
 

Defensive and offensive realism 
 

The seventh week 
 

Liberal theory 
 

The eighth week 
 

Neoliberal theory 
 

The ninth week 
 

Constructivist theory 
 

The tenth week 
 

Feminist theory 
 

The eleventh week 
 

The green theory 
 

The twelfth week 
 

The theory of two commodities 
 

The thirteenth week 
 

Game theory 
 

The fourteenth week 
 

Research discussions and summaries 
 

The fifteenth week 
 

Exam 
 

Sources and references: 
 

1 .Theories of international relations. Specialization and diversity: Tim Dunn 
and others translated by Dima Al-Khadra 

 
2- Theories of international relations, Saad Haqqi Tawfiq . 



 
3- Kazem Hashim Naama, Theories of International Relations . 

 
4 .The international system. Theories and problems, Jihad Odeh . 

 
5 .Balance of power in international relations... Metaphors, Mythology and 

Models, Richard Little, translated by Hani Tabry. 
 

 


